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(Chetwynd)  Over the past two years, the District of Chetwynd has received complaints of smoke generated from 
open burning from residents within the District of Chetwynd and within the Fire Protection Area.  Residents 
complained of breathing difficulties caused by lingering smoke.   This is a serious situation and residents have had 
to be taken to the hospital. 

Note that residents have to recognize that the venting index listed on the Ministry of Environment site 
(http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-quality/air-advisories) may not apply to 
Chetwynd since it is generated in Fort St. John ONLY.   If there is serious occlusion or fog over Chetwynd, please do 
not burn.    

It is critical to note that trash, rubbish, any rubber or plastic material are not permitted to be burned in the 
Province of British Columbia and violations in this regard will be dealt reported to the Ministry of the Environment.   
If you believe that fires have a person is burning plastics, tires or other toxic matter, call 1-800-663-3456 and 
report it immediately.   Toxic fumes may be harmful and even kill people and pets. 

The District of Chetwynd has a bylaw in place to control wood burning appliances, open air burning and fugitive 
dust control, which is applicable to both the Municipal area and to the Fire Protect area.  Permits are required 
from May 1 to November 1 in the District and within the fire protection area.  You may attend at the District of 
Chetwynd at 250-401-4100 during office hours (8:00 am to 4:30 pm).   No weekend calls will be accepted. 

Please remember that residents in Region E of the Fire Protection must follow the PRRD policy and also get 
permits; 

• If you live or work within the Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe, Taylor, Chetwynd or Fort St John rural fire 
protection areas, it is important to remember that these departments have burning bylaws in place that 
apply to their rural fire protection areas at all times. Before you burn find out if:  

o your fire department requires you to have a burn permit; and 
o burning prohibitions are in place as determined by your local fire department. 

There are two levels of permits. 

For special projects, please apply for a Class “A” Permit (not to exceed 10 cubic meters).    You may apply to the 
District Office for this permit and the Fire Chief or his designate will approve the permit by visiting the site.  The 
permit is only good for the date of the burn and all regulations must be followed including venting rules and the 
extinguishment of any “smokes” after 24 hours of burning.   Once again, be aware that the Fort St. John venting 
guideline may not be applicable to Chetwynd. 

If there is fog or an occlusion, do NOT burn. 

For minor cleanup, a Class “B” permit is required and fires are limited to 1 square meter in size.  Smoke from these 
fires can also be toxic so homeowners are requested to consider “recycling” of the wood waste material.   
Remember to always be in control of the blaze. 

You may apply to the District Office for this permit and the Fire Chief or his designate will approve the permit by 
visiting the site.  The permit is only good for the date of the burn and all regulations must be followed including 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/air/air-quality/air-advisories


venting rules and the extinguishment of any “smokes” after 24 hours of burning.   Care and control of the fire must 
be in place at all times.   Recreational burning of wood waste and grass is not encouraged. 

This does not apply to campfires or barbecues. 

For persons in the Rural Protection Area who have brush piles, please note that you must also apply for a permit 
from the Ministry of Environment by registering Category 3 Burn Sites by calling 1-888-797-1717 (Rural Fire 
Permits).   These brush piles will exceed 6 meters in height, 

Municipal Fire Permits are available at the District of Chetwynd Office and on line at gochetwynd.com (Fire 
Permits).  No permits will be granted by telephone.  If there is a provincial ban on fires, your permit is invalid.  

If in doubt in regards to whether or not a permit is required, call 250-401-4100 from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm on 
weekdays. 
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Fire Chief 
 


