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Chetwynd Gets Funding for Upgrades to its Wastewater Treatment Facility  
Project approved under Canada’s Small Communities Fund 

 
July 10, 2015  Chetwynd, British Columbia  
 
Residents of Chetwynd will benefit from improved wastewater infrastructure thanks to joint funding from 
the governments of Canada and British Columbia through the Small Communities Fund.  
 
The planned upgrades to the Wastewater Lagoon Treatment Facility include the construction of a 
concrete aeration tank; the installation of blowers, underground piping, and an emergency generator; as 
well as the associated electrical works and monitoring equipment. These improvements will help reduce 
the quantity and improve the quality of treated water flowing into the Pine River, and ensure that the 
system complies with current wastewater treatment standards and requirements.  
 
The project announced today is among 55 recently approved in British Columbia that will collectively 
receive more than $128 million in joint federal-provincial funding under the Small Communities Fund. 
These projects represent important investments in municipal infrastructure that maintain safe, healthy 
communities. Once complete, the work will significantly improve key municipal services for residents and 
help boost regional development. 
 
Through the Small Communities Fund, the governments of Canada and British Columbia are working in 
partnership to provide funding for priority public infrastructure projects that deliver on local needs in 
communities across the province that have fewer than 100,000 residents. These investments support job 
creation and economic growth, thus sustaining a high quality of life in small communities across British 
Columbia for years to come. 
 

Quick Facts 
 
 The Government of Canada will provide up to $1,496,127 through the Small Communities Fund for 

the project.  
 The Province of British Columbia will contribute up to $1,496,127 to this project. 
 The District of Chetwynd will be responsible for all remaining costs of the project. 
 The total estimated cost for this project is $4,488,382. 
 The 55 projects approved for funding in British Columbia under the Small Communities Fund so far 

include 24 drinking water projects, 22 wastewater projects, four major roads projects, two disaster 
mitigation projects, two brownfield remediation projects and one solid waste management project.  

 

Quotes 
 

“We are proud to invest in the upgrade of the Wastewater Lagoon Treatment Facility in Chetwynd that will 
benefit our community by improving much needed local infrastructure. Our Government has a very strong 
commitment to communities, big and small. Through the New Building Canada Plan’s Small Communities 
Fund, we are investing in priority infrastructure projects that have a positive and lasting impact on the 
quality of life of British Columbia’s residents while helping create jobs and economic growth.” 
 
Bob Zimmer 
Member of Parliament for Prince George — Peace River 
On behalf of the Honourable Denis Lebel, Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental Affairs and 
Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec 
 
 

 



 
“This project is a great example of a partnership between local, federal, and provincial government and 
how improving infrastructure in communities across British Columbia continues to be a priority for this 
government. I am pleased to support this project and commend the District for taking the necessary 
measures to increase the effectiveness of their wastewater system.” 
 
Mike Bernier 
MLA for Peace River South 
 

“The District of Chetwynd appreciates the close working relationship we enjoy with the senior 
governments and the crucial assistance that flows back to the municipalities from Ottawa and Victoria. On 
behalf of the people of Chetwynd now and the future generations who will benefit from the results of the 
$2.99 million Build Canada Grant for the Sewage Treatment Plant upgrade, I want to thank our MP Bob 
Zimmer, our MLA Mike Bernier and the Ministers responsible for evaluating and accepting Chetwynd’s 
grant application.” 
 
Merlin Nichols 
Mayor of Chetwynd 

 

Associated Links 
 
To learn more about the Small Communities Fund, please visit http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/sc-cp-
eng.html.  
 
For additional information on the New Building Canada Plan, visit 
http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/nbcp-npcc-eng.html. 
 
To learn more about the Government of Canada's focus on jobs and the economy consult Canada’s 
Economic Action Plan at http://www.budget.gc.ca/2015/home-accueil-eng.html.  
 
Learn more about the Small Communities Fund at work in British Columbia: 
www.gov.bc.ca/smallcommunitiesfund 
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